
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 279 
5520 Fremont Pike 
Stony Ridge, OH  43463 

Phone:  419-837-5115 
Email:  officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  

Pastor Howard Abts 
E-mail:  pastorhoward@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
Phone: 419-382-1956 

 
Pastor Cindy Ritter 
E-mail:  pastorcindy@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  
  
  

 The Year of Listening 
Memory Verse 

“Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live.” 

~ Isaiah 55:3a 

December 2025 
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From Pastor Howard… 
Want to be with Jesus?  You’ll have to keep moving. 

Immediately after his baptism, Jesus began to move.  From the Jordan River, the 

Spirit led him on a hike into the wilderness.  When he came back, he began his 

ministry, but he didn’t settle in one spot.  “Jesus went throughout Galilee,” says 

Matthew. 

He called disciples Simon and Andrew, James and John, with the words,  “Follow 

me.”   And he kept moving.  To Capernaum.  Across the Sea of Galilee, and back 

again, and he called another disciple.  “As Jesus was walking along, he saw a 

man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, 

“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 

And so on. 

One of the best loved of all the descriptions of life with God is Psalm 23.  It’s 

the one that begins, “The Lord is my shepherd,” and it makes plain it that being 

part of God’s flock doesn’t involve much staying put.  Yes, he makes me lie 

down in green pastures, but in the very next line he’s got me on my feet, and 

he’s leading me beside still waters.  Then he leads me in right paths, for his 

name’s sake.  Not all of the walking is pleasant, and it doesn’t always feel 

safe.  In an earlier translation, I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. 

Goodness and mercy don’t show up at my door and come in and stay with 

me.  Goodness and mercy follow me all the days of my life, which can only 

make sense if I keep moving all the days of my life. 

So, we come again to the season of Advent, to the beginning of the Church 

Year.  What’s been happening with us since last Advent?  Are we where we were 

a year ago?  Am I where I was a year ago?  Are you? 

In describing the characteristics God would like to see in us, Paul names seven 

of them, and calls them “fruit.”  “The fruit of the Spirit,” he writes to the 

church in Galatia, “is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  Some food arrives pretty much full-  

           (continued on pg. 3) 
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sized.  A loaf of bread rises a bit, but it starts out about the size of the bread 

pan, and doesn’t get much bigger.  Same with a fish, when it’s caught.  Same 

with a bowl of cheese.  They don’t start out tiny, and then get big.   

 

Fruit, on the other hand, grows.  When an apple begins, it looks about the size 

of a match head, if you notice it at all.  Grapes begin tiny, and get bigger.  Ever 

watch a watermelon, from the time you first spot it, and see what happens to 

it as the weeks go by?  So, I think Paul might be suggesting that, like fruit, our 

love for each other, and for strangers, and for our enemies, ought to grow.  As 

we follow Jesus, our joy should get deeper.  We should become more peaceable, 

more patient.  As we walk with our shepherd, the little bits of kindness and 

generosity we start out with should become harder and harder to miss, and our 

faithfulness should be more and more obvious. Same with gentleness.  Same 

with self-control. 

We come again to Advent, acknowledging that we’re not yet the way we ought 

to be.  But we do not despair over our slow progress.  God is not going to 

abandon us.  God is coming to be among us, in person.  Jesus is coming to lead 

us, and he will invite us to walk with him.  Jesus is coming to help us keep 

moving, to help us grow. 

Thanks be to God! 

   

 

From the Council President…  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The season of Advent has begun, and with it the start of a new church year. We begin the new year 
giving thanks and praise to God for all of the blessings that he has given us, and we look ahead for 
the ways that we are continued to be called to worship and to serve others all around us. In a few 
short weeks, we will celebrate the birth of Christ with two services on Christmas Eve, with a 
contemporary service at 6:00 PM and a traditional service at 9:00 PM. Please invite family and friends 
to join us in the celebration of Christ’s birth that evening and in the weeks to come as well. Preceding 
those events, the much-anticipated call committee will be formally installed at the worship service 
on Sunday, Dec. 14. Serving on the committee are Amy Wilburn, Tiffany Porter, Shannon Nabors, 
Jerri Reitzel, Mike Pustay, Mike Powers, and Kyle Henry. This committee will promptly begin the 
important work of completing the congregation’s ministry site profile, which is a detailed 
compilation of various information about the congregation, which in turn is reviewed by pastoral 
candidates as part of the call and interview process. Please continue to keep the call committee in 
your prayers as our congregation navigates the weeks and months ahead, always trusting in God to 
guide us to where Christ calls us to be and to serve. 
            (continued on p.4) 



  
Pending the approval of the 2026 congregational budget at the upcoming January annual 
congregational meeting, the call committee will be searching for a full-time pastoral candidate to 
serve at St. John’s. The pastoral needs of St. John’s necessitate a full-time pastor, and the 
congregation’s ability to continue to grow and thrive within our local communities will depend on it 
as well. As we prepare to take these next steps in the call process, we ask all members of this body 
of Christ to pray and reflect on how we each may support the congregation and each other in this 
important process. The needs will continue to be great, both financial and in service, but we 
continue to trust in the Lord every step of the way and to search for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, even 
when the way is not always clear to us. 
 
As we begin the new calendar year, both Pastor Cindy and Pastor Howard have graciously agreed to 
continue to serve at St. John’s in the same capacities for 2026. We continue to thank them and the 
Lord for their continued leadership and dedication to the congregation during this time of transition. 
The new year will have its share of uncertainties and challenges, but we continue to keep our hope, 
faith, and trust in the One who never fails us. Let us continue to serve the Lord and one another in all 
that we do. 
             

In Christ, 
 

Kyle Henry 
Church Council President  

 

 

 

 

Christ Caring for People  
        Through People 

 

The holidays are a wonderful time of celebrating with family and friends, Christmas 
decorating, traditional cooking/baking and sharing love. On the other hand, there are 
some people who find themselves very alone due to poor health, loss of loved ones, or 
other circumstances. Hurts, struggles, crisis, and problems still exist for them even during 
the Holy season of Jesus’ birth. If you are experiencing a difficult time-emotionally, 
spiritually, relationally-you don’t have to suffer alone. Our Stephen Ministers are trained 
care givers, ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and for you, and provide 
one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that you are facing. 

Talk to one of our Stephen Leaders; 

Nancy Nycz 419-349-1932 

Joe Nycz 419-575-3895 

Pastor Howard or Pastor Cindy 
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Hilltop Dayschool News! 
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social ministries  

Sunday Special…  
Food Pantry ~ • sweetened cereal 
   • Little Debbie 
    Christmas treats 
   • candy canes 
 
Shared Bounty ~ • laundry detergent  • dish soap  
 

The Christmas tree is up and full of tags for 3 of our 4 families that we have adopted. These are all 

families from the Eastwood Schools. The need is great this year and we KNOW that our church will 

embrace and LOVE on these families! 
 

We had an INCREDIBLE turn-out for the dessert auction this year! Lots of 

delicious baked goods and enthusiastic bidders snagging their favorites! 

$2,705.00 was raised..!! This will be used for the last of our 4 families, also an 

Eastwood family. We will also purchase bikes for 4 children along with toilet 

paper, paper towels, dish, bath and laundry soap, kitchen bags and toothpaste 

and toothbrushes. Please return the wrapped gifts with the tags attached to 

the packages by no later than Sunday, December 14. Thank you! 
 

Thank you Pam, Paul, and Rachel for taking on this big task! Also thank you to Christy Schramm for her 

AMAZING leadership and organization! May this season of gratitude be a blessing to you as you give so 

much to our community. 
 

We need Hosts for cookie hour!!! 

The Fellowship Committee is looking for people who would be willing to “host” 
cookie hour. Our backlog of treats has been used up. We know our members enjoy 
fellowship after our services. But if we want it to continue, we need some assistance!! 

• If you are willing to donate cookies, please bring them to the kitchen labeled “Cookie Hour”.  
• If you are willing to set up cookies on a Sunday, please sign up on our Sign-up Genius website, or 

let Sandy O. know and she will sign you up. 

WE ALSO NEED COOKIES FOR CHRISTMAS EVE !! 

OUR MISSION:  “SAVED BY THE GRACE OF GOD TO WITNESS AND TO SERVE OTHERS” PAGE 6 DECEMBER, 2025 



 

 

    Sign up for Altar Flowers!! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory of… 
 

Mark Schulte 
 

 Cynthia Leffler     
 

Betty Wolf 
 

 St. John’s WELCA 
 

Phillip Rudolph, Sr. 
 

 Virginia Baumer 
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Please check the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if 
you are interested in placing flowers this month!  
 

You can place your 2026 Altar Flower requests 
online! Just go to the Home Page of our website 
and click on the link for 2026 Altar Flower Sign Up. 
You can also scan this QR code or call the church 
office at 419-837-5115. 
 
 
 



 

Women of the ELCA 

Comforters for Lutheran World Relief will be tied on Tuesday, December 12th from 12:30 to 2:30 
in the Parish House, with a potluck beginning at 11:30. If you’d like to join us for the potluck and 
to work on this important mission project, please see Jan Rucki, Sandra Diefenthaler or Lynda 
Lees to sign up for the potluck.    

 Dates to Remember:  

  Tuesday, December 9th - Tie Comforters & Potluck (Parish House)  
  Monday, December 15th - Crafting Group (Lounge)  

Donations of filler for mission comforters are always welcome, including old blankets, sheets, 
bedspreads, and tablecloths. These donations may be placed in the LWR box in the coatroom.  
Thank you in advance for your donations.  If you have material you’d like to donate for the tops of 
comforters, donations would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 
         Crafting Group 
 
 The Crafting Group will meet on Monday, December 15th from   
 1:00 to 3:00 in the Lounge.  Bring your latest project and join us 

   for fellowship and conversation.  Please see Lynda Lees if you  
   have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us online at 
 

www.stjohnsstonyridge.net 
 
or scan the QR code to set up 
electronic giving.  Click on the  
“Give Generously”  tab to enter your 
information and offering. Financial 
gifts can, of course, be sent by mail 
too. We are grateful for your 
continued support of our ministry. 
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 GENEROUS GIVING 
 

Financial Giving through 11/23/2025 
 

General Fund Income (Year-to-Date) 
 

     Budget           Actual           Difference   
    $227,013          $211,671             ($15,342) 
  

Benevolence Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Budget    Actual        Difference 
        $24,750            $14,362                   ($10,388)              

 

Improvement Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Actual 
                  $10,037 
 
(Copies of most recently approved financial reports 

are available in the Narthex and by request.) 

http://www.stjohnsstonyridge.net/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays  (Those over 74 years young!) 
Carolyn Goodman 12/5  8121 Latcha Road, Perrysburg, 43551 
Susan Leck   12/8  944 Lober Drive, Perrysburg, 43551 
James Reitzel Jr.  12/9  21872 Stony Ridge Road, Luckey, 43443 
Clyde Bame  12/10  8281 Five Point Road, Perrysburg, 43551 
Janet Reitzel  12/30  3801 Willaford Drive, Plant City, FL  33565 
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NWOS - The Year of Listening  
DeCEMBER Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 

DECEMBER Hymn: Las Posadas 

DECEMBER weekly listening practices 

Week 1:  “In the name of heaven, I beg you for lodging.” 

Many of us “are preparing” by buying Christmas decorations, planning dinner menus, buying gifts. As you take a 
moment to think about how you prepare, consider this verse: Joseph and Mary have no place to stay during this 

season. Think about what is happening in the world, think about the homeless, think about the migrants who, for one 
reason or another, have had to leave their cities and are begging for shelter. Where do you see hope? Write a prayer 

for the vulnerable. 

Week 2: “This isn’t an inn, go on ahead. I can’t open, lest some scoundrels be here.” 

It’s very common for us to tend to classify or stigmatize people. We hear the narrative that “migrants are ___.” Write 
down the narrative you have about migrants. Jesus invites us to offer help, to offer our arms, our words. What can 

you do? How can you build peace? 

Week 3:  “I don’t care about the name, just let me sleep, for I tell you now, we will not open it.” 

List all the things that are worrying you right now. Now write three things that have made you laugh this week. Write 
the name of one person you are grateful to have in your life. Turn your worries into prayer. Where do you see joy in 
your life? When we feel grateful to God, we let go of our grumpy side and are more open to empathizing with those 

who are suffering. Are you familiar with AMMPARO? It’s the ELCA’s strategy to accompany migrants with 
protection, advocacy, representation, and opportunities; this is a chance to learn more and share your joy. 

Week 4:  “Enter, holy pilgrims, receive this humble dwelling, for though it is poor, I give it to you from my 
heart!” 

Christmas is not just a date on the calendar; it’s a celebration of God’s tangible love, who takes on the most fragile 
human form; a vulnerable baby. This demonstrates that when you love, you make yourself vulnerable. God isn’t 

looking for a “perfect place”; He’s looking for a heart willing to love. What does love mean to you? How do you show 
it to your family? How do you show it to your friends? How do you show it to strangers and foreigners? 

 

 



 

Community News!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Siberian Solstice concert was a success thanks to all the people  
who helped with moving the altar, church members that made cookies,  
and ushers for passing collection baskets. We especially appreciated  
Sandy Orth’s talents for making posters advertising the show,  
Tiffany Porters’ assistance with organizing the cookies at the fellowship  
table, and Sandra and Lyle Diefenthaler’s helping hands with  
clean-up. 
 
Thanks very much, 
Nancy and Joe Nycz 
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THE FRIENDS OF OTTERBEIN PEMBERVILLE ARE HAVING THEIR ANNUAL "COOKIE WALK" 
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18th FROM 9:00 TO 4:00.  DONATIONS OF COOKIES WOULD BE 
GREATLY APPRECIATED. THEY CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT THE FRONT DESK ON WEDNESDAY 
DEC. 17TH FROM 6 TO 8 PM OR AFTER 7:00 AM ON THE DAY OF THE WALK. AS WITH ALL THE 
FUND RAISERS THE "FRIENDS" DO, ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO BENEFIT OUR RESIDENTS. 
 
IF YOU CAN'T DONATE COOKIES, BE SURE TO BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND COME TO 
SHOP.  WE WILL HAVE ASSORTED GIFT ITEMS FOR SALE ALSO.  WE APPRECIATE YOUR 
SUPPORT! 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT: NANCY SNYDER  @ 419-308-4145   OR 
REBECCA TAYLOR @ 419-230-1133. WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT.  THANK YOU! 

 



 
 

Come in for a visit.       

  Check something out. 
 

 

Can you believe it? It’s already December  

and time for new items in the library. Make  

a visit and check something out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Christmas Eve  

    Worship 
 
6 PM Contemporary  
  Candlelight Worship Service 
 
9 PM Traditional  
  Candlelight Worship Service 

 
 
** Special Music 30 minutes prior to each service ** 
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Adult Books 
25 Days of Advent — Kenneth Boa with John 
Allen Turner 

A Christmas Prayer — Wanda E. Brunstetter 

Children’s Books 
Away In the Manger – Martin Luther 

A Child Was Born — Grace Maccarone 

How Many Miles To Bethlehem — Kevin Crossley-
Holland 

The Littlest reindeer – Brandi Dougherty 

Santa’s Favorite Story —Hisako Aoki 
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Dec 4 – Decorate the Sanctuary – 6:30 PM  

Dec 5 – Men’s Breakfast @ Panera on Rt. 20 – 9 AM  

Dec 7 – Poinsettia Orders due – Order forms are in the Narthex or call the church  
  office – 419 -837 -5115 

Dec 10 – Lunch Bunch @ Country Farmhouse in Wayne – 11:30 AM  

Dec 14 – Angel Tree Gifts due!!  

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Services – 6 PM – Contemporary  9 PM – Traditional  
  (Special Music 30 minutes prior to each service )  

Dec 25 & 26 – Merry Christmas! 🎄 Church Office Closed  

Jan 1 & 2 – Happy New Year! 🎉   Church Office Closed  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events and happenings 



            

    December 2025 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Practice in 

Sanctuary 
 6:30p JJJAAM 

 7:30p Stones 

 

7:30p Dartball 
           (Away) 

10:45a Advent 

Study (L) 
 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 
 

7p Committee 

Meeting #1 

 

 

7:00p Festival 

Choir Practice 

 

 

 

6:30p Decorate 

Sanctuary 

 

8p AA 

9a Men®s 

Breakfast @ 

Panera 

 

10a ² 12a 

Shared Bounty 

 

 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

¡,9+.$//9 
 -#$-. k0$D 

11:30a Potluck 

Tie Comforters 

(PH) 

Practice in 

Sanctuary 
 6:30p JJJAAM 

 7:30p Stones 

 

7:30p Dartball 

           (Home) 

10:45a Advent 

Study (L) 
 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 

 

7p Committee 

Meeting #2 

11:30a Lunch 

Bunch @ 

Country 

Farmhouse in 

Wayne 
 

7:00p Festival 

Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

 

12p ² Private 

Event (PH) 

1p Crafting (L) 
 

Practice in 

Sanctuary 
 6:30p JJJAAM 

 7:30p Stones 
 

7:30p Dartball 

          (Away) 

10:45a Advent 

Study (L) 

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 
 

6:30p Exec 

Committee (L)  

7p Council  

 

 

 

 

7:00p Festival 

Choir Practice 

 

9:15a Staff 

Mtg (L) 

 

11:30 Holiday 

Staff Lunch ² 

OfĜce closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30a Food 

Pantry (PH) 

 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

«,0/' ¤0+# 4M 
r9#. ¤9+&9+& 🎵  
 

 

 

Practice in 

Sanctuary 
 6:30p JJJAAM 

 7:30p Stones 
 

7:30p Dartball 
            (Away) 

 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 
 

 

Christmas 

Eve Services 
 6p Contemporary 

 9p Traditional 
 

(Special Music 30 

minutes prior to 

each service) 
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28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

 

 

 

Practice in 

Sanctuary 
 6:30p JJJAAM 

 7:30p Stones 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 
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Committee Meetings:  Please schedule all meetings with the office administrator so 
the proper room is reserved to accommodate all groups.  Call 419-837-5115 or email 
officeadministrator@stjohnsstonyridge.net. 
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