
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 279 
5520 Fremont Pike 
Stony Ridge, OH  43463 

Phone:  419-837-5115 
Email:  officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  

Pastor Howard Abts 
E-mail:  pastorhoward@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
Phone: 419-382-1956 

 
Pastor Cindy Ritter 
E-mail:  pastorcindy@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  
  
  

May 2026 

The Way of Love 2026 
Memory Verse: 

“We love because he first 

loved us”  

1 John 4:19 



 

 

 

From Pastor Howard… 
        It is easy to think of the Congregation Council as the body that does the “Real World” 
work of the congregation. It cares for the legal and financial matters: maintaining and 
upgrading the property, hiring and paying staff members, keeping insurance up to date, 
negotiating with contractors, receiving and handling bequests …  all those seemingly 
“unspiritual” necessary things that help us to exist and to function. 

A few Sundays ago, Pr. Cindy and I invited the re-elected and newly elected members of 
Council to the front of our sanctuary, and we asked them about their intentions. 

First, we made clear what they had been elected to do: 

“You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith reflect the name of 
him in whose name we gather.”  (Nothing about property maintenance there.  Maybe that 
comes later.) 

“You are to work together with other members to see that the worship and work of 
Christ are done in this congregation, and that God’s will is done in this community and in 
the whole world.”  (Will we get to the part about the electrical service overhaul and the 
parking lot repaving soon?) 

“You are to be diligent in your area of serving, that the one Lord who empowers you is 
glorified.”  (So that the Lord who empowers us is glorified?  Not so that we maintain a 
sound financial standing, or growing attendance, or the admiration of the people of 
eastern Wood County?) 

“You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain the life and harmony of 
this congregation.”  (Does harmony really matter, if no one is dissatisfied enough to 
leave?) 

Then we asked them, “On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ … Are you ready to 
accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been 
elected?”  And they  said, “Yes, by the help of God.”  In the prayer that followed, we 
thanked God for them, and we meant it. 

A big part of their calling to serve on Council, as I understand it, is to deal well with what is 
important, but not to let what is important crowd out what is essential: the living out of 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  In dealing with the building, remembering that it is for 
using, not for preserving.  In dealing with employees, remembering that the owner of the 
vineyard in Matthew 20 is a better model for us than Walmart.  In dealing with disputes, 
remembering that God has not called us to a ministry of peace and quiet, but a ministry 
of reconciliation.  And so on. 

            (continued on pg. 3) 
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Then we asked you, the congregation, “Will you support these, your elected leaders, and 
will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?” 

You said, “Yes, by the help of God.” So.  Now.  How are you going to support them? 

 

I have four suggestions: 

First, know who they are.  Their names and pictures are displayed in the entryway from 
the west parking lot. 

Second, be aware of what’s going on in the governing of the congregation.  The minutes 
of their meetings are available, also in the west entryway. 

Third, talk with them.  Ask them what’s happening that they find fulfilling, and what they 
find frustrating.  Ask them where they see the values of the kingdom of God going up 
against the values of this world.  Ask them how their faith in God is growing as they do 
this work. 

Fourth, pray for them.  (Maybe this one should be first!)  Thank God for putting into their 
hearts the willingness to serve.  Ask God to strengthen their ability to see God’s will, and 
their determination to do it.  Ask God how you can support them better, and listen for 
God’s answer. 

I think your support will help them do their work faithfully and enjoy it a lot more. 

What do you think? 

From the Council President…  

It is Easter Season, and spring! Time to think of new life and new beginnings and leaving some 
of the old behind. The church grounds are cleaned up and decorated with blooming flowers 
and budding trees, and one can almost still smell the Easter Lillies in the chancel. Committees 
and groups in our congregation are well into finalizing and implementing plans for the 
remainder of the year. Our Call Committee is moving from introspection and evaluating who 
we are and toward preparing for reviewing and interviewing candidates.  
 

Easter and spring are not a time for sitting back and waiting for the future to happen. This is a 
time for a little cleanup, some preparation, trying new things and starting new tasks. It is a 
time to better position our congregation for our next chapter. What can we do now to better 
respond to our calling? What can we do now to find new ways to live out our Mission 
Statement “Saved by the grace of God to witness and to serve others?” What can we do now 
to more fully realize our Vision Statement to become a church of fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ who are dedicated to spiritual growth for the sake of the world? 
 

In Christ, 
John Henry 
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Another bed-building event is being held on Saturday, May 9! 
We reached our goal to raise the funds to build 70 beds! Now 
we need volunteers to join us at 8:30 a.m. to help us build these 
beds.  
We will provide breakfast treats at registration, and lunch after 

the project is completed. We also have certificates for any high school students who 
need service hours. 

Don’t miss out on this fun project!! 
See you on Saturday, May 9! 

 
 

 
To register for dinner, call the church office at  
419-837-5115.  
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May Birthdays        (Those over 74 years young!) 
May 4      Gwen Swartz    4870 Libby Road, Perrysburg, OH 43551 

May 23  Robert Rogalski    21776 Mermill Road, Custar, OH 43511 

May 24   Tom Smiczek    26360 Edgewater Drive, Perrysburg, OH 43551 

May 30    Bonnie Reitzel    21872 Stony Ridge Rd. Luckey, OH 43443-9768 
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social ministries  

 Sunday Special…  
 

Food Pantry ~ sweetened cereal 
                       individual snacks for Summer boxes 
Shared Bounty ~ toothpaste & body wash 
 

 

 

We need cookies!!! 
The Fellowship Committee is asking 
for donations of cookies for our 
weekly after-service fellowship in 
the Narthex. You can drop them off in 
the kitchen with a note the says, 
“Cookie Hour”. 

Thanks!! 
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GENEROUS GIVING 
 

Financial Giving through 4/26/2026 
 

General Fund Income (Year-to-Date) 
 

     Budget           Actual           Difference   
    $64,196          $82,059             $17,863 

 

Benevolence Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Budget    Actual        Difference 
     $8,550         $6,360                ($2,190)               

 
Improvement Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Actual 
               $15,017 

(Copies of most recently approved financial 
reports are available in the Narthex and by 

request.) 

Visit us online at 
 

www.stjohnsstonyridge.net 
 
or scan the QR code to set up 
electronic giving.  Click on the “Give 
Generously” tab to enter your 
information and offering. Financial 
gifts can, of course, be sent by mail 
too. We are grateful for your 
continued support of our ministry. 

http://www.stjohnsstonyridge.net/


 

In Loving Memory of… 

 
Barb Hersch 

 
  Rick & Lynda Lees    Maxine Haas   Tim & Patti Bihn   David & Linda Polzin   

 Larry & Darlene Michel  Michael Sibbersen   Thomas & Cindy Ritter   
 Shirley Johnson   David & Linda Bockbrader   Arlene Baker 

 Sharon & Ted Bitter   Jeremy & Sandy Orth   Bill & Carolyn Staib and family 
 Doris Schulte    Judy Trombly    Clyde & Susie Bame     Paul, Pam, and Rachel Brackney 

 Iris & Gerald Szelagowski    Jan Rucki   Joe & Nancy Nycz    Paul & Judy Bamford 
 St. John’s WELCA    Marlene & Charles Crandall    Jesse & Jacque Haas   Don Waters 
 John & Ronnell Zeisler    Steven & Carla Ingraham    Linda Voustas    Gary & Deb Dunn   

 James & Susan Welling    St. John’s Festival Choir    Carl & Mary Knueven    Kevin Dewyre 
 Tom & Cindy Walston    Larry & Becky Warns    Sandy Welling-Miller    Doug Brough 

 Mark & Lisa Foos    David & Cheryl Sabin    Ed & Mary Anna Cochrane    Leann Peiffer 
 Paul & Laurie Swartz     Don & Lisa Withrow    Bill & Jessica Peters     Myrl & Sheri Bretz 

 Dottie Golba     Rob & Ronda Smith     Brady & Rachael Rednour 
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A Prayer for our Call Committee 
 

Almighty God, giver of all good gifts: Look on St. 
John’s with grace and guide the minds of our Call 
Committee as they seek our new pastor. May we 
receive a faithful servant who will preach the 
Gospel, shepherd your people, and lead us in 
mission. Grant this for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 



 

Women of the ELCA 
 

Comforters for Lutheran World Relief will be tied on Tuesday, May 12th from 
12:00 to 2:30 in the Parish House. Please consider joining us for this important 

mission project.  No experience necessary.  
 

PLEASE NOTE: WE WILL SUSPEND  COMFORTER TYING FOR THE 
MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY & AUGUST.  

 

Dates to Remember: Tuesday, May 12th-Tie Comforters (Parish House) 
Monday, May 18th-Crafting Group (Lounge)  

 

Donations of filler for mission comforters are always welcome, including old 
blankets, sheets, bedspreads, and tablecloths. These donations may be 

placed in the LWR box in the coatroom.  Thank you in advance for your 
donations.  If you have material you’d like to donate for the tops of comforters, 

donations would be greatly appreciated. 
 

                                    

                               CRAFTING GROUP 
      

The Crafting Group will meet on Monday,  
May 18th from 1:00 to 3:00 in the Lounge.  Bring  your latest project 
and join us for fellowship and conversation. We’d love to see some 
new additions to our group.   Please see Lynda Lees if you have any 
questions.  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: THE CRAFTING GROUP  
WILL SUSPEND FOR THE MONTHS OF  
JUNE, JULY &  AUGUST. 
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St. John’s Hilltop Dayschool  



  

Dear Church Family,  My heart is truly grateful for the kindness and 
love you have shown myself and my family during my recovery. 
Thank you so much for the beautiful cards, your faithful prayers, the 
handmade lap quilt, ceramic cross, and everything else. Each gift 
was so thoughtful and meaningful to us. The time, care, and love 
behind them were deeply felt, and they brought us great comfort. 
 

We are especially thankful for Pastor Cindy’s home visit and for providing communion to our family. 
Sharing that sacred time together in our home meant more than we can fully express. It was a powerful 
reminder that we are never alone and that our church family walks beside us in every season. 
 
Thank you for surrounding us with encouragement, faith, and compassion. We are truly blessed to be 
part of such a loving congregation.       With sincere gratitude, Christ Schramm and Family 
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Dear St. John’s,  Steve and I would like to thank everyone 
at the church for their prayers, especially the “Men’s 
Prayer Group” (thank you Joe). Also Pastor Cindy for 
visiting and prayers. 
A special thanks to Donna for all the hard work on the 
lovely quilt she made. It certainly brightened up his hospital 
room. We came home on Saturday, now the challenge begins. 
   Sincerely,  Joan Swartz 

St. John’s Church,   
 

Thank you so much for the box of griddle 
utensils, chocolate and gift card to Meijer. It 
is all very much appreciated!  
 

Please keep us and especially Andrew in 
your prayers as he begins ANOTHER 
deployment within a year. Thank you for 
always thinking of us! We love you all!  
 

Andrew, Kamie, Austin, Jonathan, & 
Kinzleigh Umbaugh 

 

Dear brothers, dear sisters, 
 

Many, many thanks for prayers, and 
cards, and lap quilt, and in-person 
encouragement on Sunday mornings, 
and rides, and more offers of rides than 
I could accept if healing took until 
October.  Your support during my time 
of recovery has meant (and is still 
meaning) the world to me! 
 

I thank you, and I thank God for you. 
 

In Christ, Pr. Howard 
 
 

We would like to thank the many members of St. 

John’s congregation who sent cards, texts, well 

wishes; and made visits during Joe’s surgery and 

recovery. 

A special thanks is given to Pastor Cindy for her 

encouraging visits at St. Vincent Hospital and our 

home. The many care packages containing snacks, 

devotional books, and the awesome prayer blanket 

which we received were also appreciated. 

We are grateful for our friends, Susie and Clyde 

Bame, for their many visits and transportation they 

provided to and from St. Vincent Hospital and 

doctors’ appointments. 

We are especially thankful for all the prayers. They 

have made a major difference on Joe’s healing 

journey. We love all of you for your care and 

thoughtfulness. 

Your friends in Christ, 

Joseph and Nancy Nycz 
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May 1 – 9 AM  Men’s Breakfast @ Panera on Rt. 20 in Perrysburg  

May 6  – 11:30 AM  Lunch Bunch @ Rayz Café in Genoa  

May 9 – 8:30 AM  BUILD -A -BED EVENT  

May 1 2  – 7 PM  Eastwood Baccalaureate  

May 14 – 6 PM  Ascension Worship and Rogation Days Dinner @ Solomon 

   Lutheran – Woodville, OH  

May 1 7 – 10 AM  Graduate Recognition during Worship Service  

   Last day to Order Geraniums  

May 2 3  – 8:30 AM  Red Cross Blood Drive  (PH)  

May 30 – NOON  St. John’s Hilltop Dayschool Graduation  

May 31 – 10 AM  Confirmation during Worship Service  

** Week of June 1 **  Dayschool Closed  

    June 1 & 2 – Church Building closed for replacement  

    of Electrical Panel  

    Parking Lot replacement (limited access to church  

   building)  

    Church Office Summer Hours begin  (see below)  

June 5 -7  St. John’s Campers @ Shelby Mansfield KOA  

   contact Jamie Pustay or Sandy Orth for more information.  

June 8   St. John’s Hilltop Dayschool Summer Camp begins  

June 15 – 19  Vacation Bible School  

 

 

 

Upcoming events and happenings 



 

      May 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

     9a Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Panera on Rt. 

20 

10a Shared 

Bounty (PH) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

 

5p Scouts 

 

 

 

Practice in (S) 
6:30 p JJJAAM 

7:30 p Stones 

10:30a Book 

       Study 

NOON Prayer via 

      ZOOM 

 

7p Comm Mtg 1 

11:30 a 

Lunch Bunch 

@ Rayz Café 

in Genoa 

  8:30a BUILD A 

           BED 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

 

 

 

Practice in (S) 
6:30 p JJJAAM 

7:30 p Stones 

10:30a Book 

Study 

NOON Prayer via 

ZOOM 

12p Tie 

  Comforters (PH) 

7p Eastwood 

   Baccalaureate 

7p Comm Mtg. 2 

 9:15a Staff  

     Meeting 

 

 

6p Ascension 

Worship and 

Rogation 

Dinner @ 

Solomon Luth 

 7:30a Food 

    Pantry 

 

 

 

Noon Private 

Event (PH) 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9a Christian Ed 

10a Worship 

    Graduate 

    Recognition 

June/July VOICE 
articles due 
 

1p Crafting (L) 

 

 

Practice in (S) 
6:30 p JJJAAM 

7:30 p Stones 

10:30a Book 

       Study 

NOON Prayer via 

      ZOOM 

6:30p Exec 

        Comm (L) 

7p Church 

     Council (L) 

 

 

 

1p Funeral 

Luncheon 

Coordinator 

Meeting (L) 

  8:30a Blood 

Drive 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10a Worship 

     Pentecost 

 

 

10a Worship   31 

    Confirmation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice in (S) 
6:30 p JJJAAM 

7:30 p Stones 

10:30a Book 

       Study 

NOON Prayer via 

      ZOOM 

 

   

11a Dayschool 

      Picnic 

 

 

12p Dayschool 

Graduation in 

Sanctuary and 

PH 

 Committee Meetings:  Please schedule all meetings with the office administrator so 
the proper room is reserved to accommodate all groups.  Call 419-837-5115 or email 
officeadministrator@stjohnsstonyridge.net. 
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