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From Pastor Cindy...

Fallis officially here. 9 asked folks this week what their favorite Fall things were. Some said
watching the birds. Others said the erispness of the air, which then leads to wearing favorite
sweatshirts and snuggling under warm covers. And one of the biggest favorites is the changing
of the trees with leaves showing beautiful colors. Of course...this is a sign of change. And change
has it's challenges and challenging moments.

This is why 9 began this article with one of my favorite quotes from Mr. Rogers...to be kind. 9
know from mgse[f and from others around me that when we experience change, or get too busg,
or overwhelmed due to various things in our daily [ives..we can get Cranky, or Snarky, or

Ompatient or even un-kind. Have you ever heard or said: they hit my last nerve..or that was the
last straw? Yes and Yes again.

“When 9 am doing too much and even trying to do more, 9 am sometimes not my usual patient,
optimistic and kindhearted self. 9 am often able to recognize the need for self-care and often
this means doing less and allowing myself to rest in some fashion. 9t also means 9 must slow
down and spend some extra time with our God of Grace, Grace, Grace.

This may be reading the Bible regularly, listening to music- especia[[g Christian songs and hymns

with beautiful messages that sooth our souls. 9t may also be the time to spend intentional time

(continued on p. 3)
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with our Loving Cord in prayer..any time during the day..and offering up prayers of
Thanksgiving, Praise, requests for others and personal petitions for our own selves.

9 bring up this topic now because we are entering into one of the busiest seasons of the year, the
"Holiday Season” 9 am [ooking for ways to downsize some of my usual habits and routines. ‘We
just accepted an offer to attend Thanksgiving at a relative’s home instead of hosting 20 or more
people ourselves. We are giving more gift cards this year..less wrapping of presents. This may be
an opportunity to have more time and less stress to serve the Cord and others in various ways.

Mr. Roger’s words to “Be Kind” encourage us to [ook at ourselves and the things we could do to
make this more possible than ever, even during times of busyness and change in our lives.

Happy November. May Peace & Joy & Kindness Be With You.
In Christ,
Pr. Cindy Ritter

a o« &

From the Council President...

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Cooler weather has finally arrived, serving as a poignant reminder of the Autumnal season that we
are in. Thanksgiving will soon arrive, giving us the opportunity to reflect in the coming weeks on all of
the blessings that the Lord has given us. Let us also think about the many ways that we can help
others with the abilities, talents, time, and possessions that we have been blessed with. Let us be
the light of Christ as we serve our neighbors in any way possible, large and small. As we do so, | invite
everyone to make an effort to encourage and invite one another to attend an upcoming worship
service, reconnect with others, and share the Good News of Christ as we have been called to do.

Within St. John’s, we are close to completing the assembly work of the call committee. In these final
stages of this process, we ask all those who may be asked to consider serving on the committee to
take the time to prayerfully consider the call to serve. The full committee will be formally installed at
an upcoming worship service, and the committee’s important work will quickly begin. Further
updates will be shared with the congregation in the coming weeks and months. In the meantime,
please feel free to share any questions with me or any other member

of council.

In Christ,

Kyle Henry
Church Council President
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In addition to our shared play space, we
will also be utilizing the other classroom

developmentally appropriate and engaging

Hilllop Dayschool News!

A A EE A A =B
Important Dates:

*October 30th Picture Day

*October 31st Classroom Halloween
Celebrations )

*November 24th/25th Teacher Workday/
Parent Teacher Conferences

*November 26th-28th Thanksgiving Break

We're so excited to share some wonderful l-lappy Birfhday
updates taking place in our early childhood A &
classrooms! To further support social \ 4 A A /
emotional learning through play, we are Carson 10/03

now combining our preschool and pre-K
classes during play-based learning times. Jackson 10/ 04
With our smaller class sizes, this Stella 10/08
adjustment allows children to benefit from Miles 10 /2 4

a larger peer group, encourage more
interaction, collaboration, and growth.

Miss. Brooklyn 10/24 G
Brantley 10/29 &
Ruby 11/28

for focus learning time. This portion of
the day will include both small group
and large group activities that are 2 o
)./
for both preschool and pre-K students. B
We also plan to make changes to our
toddler room in the next few weeks,
creating a more inviting developmentally
engaging environment for our youngest
earners. We invite you to stop by, see the
updates in person. Thank you for your
ongoing prayers and support as we grow
together!
Mrs. Mazza
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES .
Sundsy Special. .. L& Pantry

Food Pantry ~ ¢ white cake mix

e red or green frosting

e Christmas sprinkles
or colored sugar

Shared Bounty ~ 4-roll toilet paper
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!

The food pantry is under new leadership. Please, please, please consider volunteering
to ensure that this vital community resource continues. Your help is needed. Reach
out to Susie Bame or Sandy Orth.

Thank you for supporting our new project this fallll We were able to deliver 51 boxes
full of love to the Cocoon Shelter in Bowling Green. Your generosity is faith filled for
those in need.

The tree will be up VERY soon and will have qift tags for 2-3 families from Eastwood
School. We will adopt one more family with the proceeds from the dessert auction. The
Brackney family has stepped up once again to shop AND wrap the qifts for this
family!l Thank you, Pam, Paul, and Rachel, for taking on this big task! Also thank you to
Christy Schramm for her AMAZING leadership and organization!

L ] =-¢-—- -

WE NEED HOSTS FOR COOKIE HOUR! !

The Fellowship Committee is looking for people who would be willing to
“host” cookie hour. Our backlog of treats has been used up. We know our members
enjoy fellowship after our services. But if we want it to continue, we need some assistance!!

e |[f you are willing to donate cookies, please bring them to the kitchen labeled “Cookie Hour”.
e |[f you are willing to set up cookies on a Sunday, please sign up on our Sign-up Genius website, or
let Sandy O. know and she will sign you up.




NOVEMBER, 2025 OUR MISSION: “SAVED BY THE GRACE OF GOD TO WITNESS AND TO SERVE OTHERS” PAGE 6

Come in for a visit.
Check something out.

Children’s Books
Can you believe it? It’s already November tost! —David McPhall
and time for new items in the library. Over and Under the Pond—Kate Messner
Make a visit and check Something out. The Turnip (An Old Russian Folktale)—Pierr Morgan
Adult Books Sally’s Room—M.K. Brown
Hopeful Parenting Study Guide—David How Full Is Your Bucket? —Tom Rath and Mary
Jeremiah Reckmeyer
Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings— Feast for 10—Cathryn Falwell
Timothy Lull The Pilgrims’ First Thanksgiving—Susan Rogers

In Loving Memory of...

Mark Schulte

¢Deb & Bob Toth #Jerry & Shirley Ducat #Terry & Lori Speck ®Maryelyse & Dale Stickel

¢Debra S. Opdycke ®Sandy Welling-Miller ®Peter & Jane Parthum €The Wires Family
¢Andy & Diana Doberzanski ®Doris Schulte ®Dave & Linda Bockbrader ®Lynne Lark

¢Janette Rucki ®Dale Kremer ®Ronald G. Huff and Family ®Joe & Kathy Karocki
¢Greg & Valerie Dienstberger ®Kay Augustine #Bill Ryan Family ¢Don & Gloria Rolf
¢Jeremy & Sandy Orth ¢Wade & Kathy Loomis #Steve & Elaine Groll ¢Pr. Cindy Ritter
¢ aurie & Jeff Ruch ®Satish & Prasanta Lahiri ¢David & Beverly Hoffman
¢Anthony Gloriosa ¢ Michael Sibbersen ¢ Rick & Lynda Lees

Arlene Wellman

¢ Jeff & Nancy Wellman

Kay Barrett

#St. John’s WELCA
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Christ caring for people through people
STEPHEN Christ Caring for People
MINISTRY Through People

Stephen Ministry is called that because it is named after St.
Stephen, the first person commissioned by the apostles in the book of
Acts to provide caring ministry to those in need. Stephen was a man who
was respected and had a very good reputation. Acts 6:8 tells us that he
was full of God’s grace and power and performed miraculous signs. Acts
6:10 indicates that Stephen was a dynamic speaker with wisdom. His story
serves as a powerful example of the true Christian discipleship and
perseverance. This lay one-to-one Christian caregiving progrom equips
and trains people to provide emotional and spiritual support to those
experiencing life challenges.

If you or someone you know is hurting or struggling and could use
someone to listen and care for them or if you have questions, please
contact Pastor Cindy, Pastor Howard, or Nancy Nycz (419-349-1932) or Joe
Nycz (419-575-38995).

& oo *
SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS!

Please check the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex if you are interested in placing
flowers this monthl!
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'j You can place your Altar Flower requests
online! Just go to the Home Page of our
website and click on the link for 2025 Altar
Flower Sign Up. Or you can call the
church office at 419-83/-5115.

VOICE Newsletter

2025 Altar Flower Sign-Up

St. John's Hilltop Dayschool
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Women of the ELCA

Comforters for Lutheran World Relief will be tied on Tuesday, November 11th from 12to0 2:30 in
the Parish House. Please consider joining us for this very important ministry. No experience
necessary!

Dates to Remember:

Tuesday, November 11th-Tie Comforters 12:00-2:30 (Parish House)
Monday, November 17th-Crafting Group 1:00-3:00 (Lounge)

Donations of filler for mission comforters are always welcome, including old blankets, sheets,
bedspreads, and tablecloths. These donations may be placed in the LWR box in the coatroom.
Thank you in advance for your donations. If you have material you’d like to donate for the tops of
comforters, donations would be greatly appreciated.

Crafting Group

The Crafting Group will meet on Monday, November 17th from 1:00
to 3:00 in the Lounge. Please bring your latest project and join us for
fellowship and conversation. Please see Lynda Lees if you have any

questions.
L L |
[ &
GENEROUS GIVING Visit us online at
Financial Giving through 10/26/2025 www.stjohnsstonyridge.net
General Fund Income (Year-to-Date)
Budget Actual Difference or scan the _Q,R COde_to set up .
$206,375 $191,779 ($14,596) electronic giving. Click on the “Give
Generously" tab to enter your
Benevolence Fund (Year-to-Date) information and offering. Financial
Budget Actual Difference Qifts can, of course, be sent by mail
$22,500 $12,476 ($10,024) too. We are grateful for your
Improvement Fund (Year-to-Date) continued support of our ministry.
Actual
$8,627

(Copies of most recently approved financial reports
are available in the Narthex and by request,)



http://www.stjohnsstonyridge.net/
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November Birthdays

(Those over 74 years young!)

Steve Swartz 11/3 10765 S. Lakes Drive, Perrysburg, 43551

Duane Karam Sr. 1176 441 N. River Road, Waterville, 43566-1456

Anita Nietz 11/8 7120 Lighthouse Way, Apt. 316 Perrysburg, 43551

Dave Knepper 11/13 1340 N. Somerset Rd., Hudson, M1 49247

John Baker 11718 408 Bellaire Ave., Fort Washington, PA 19034

Barb Hersch 11719 211 Three Meadouws Ct., Perrysburg, 43551

Donna Powers 11720 24565 Stony Ridge Road, Perrysburg, 43551

Phyllis Bookenberger 11/27 Genoa Retirement Village, 300 Cherry Street,
AL2, Apt. #16, Genoa, OH 43430

Tim Bihn 11727 7447 Lunitas Lane #14, Perrysburg, 43551

NWQOS - THE YEAR OF LISTENING
NOVEMBER SCRIPTURE:

" O offspring of his servant Abraham,
children of 9acob, his chosen ones.

NOVEMBER HYMN: How Great is Our God
NOVEMBER WEEKLY LISTENING PRACTICES

Week 1: “Let all the Earth rejoice...”

In this autumn season, what does it look like for the earth to rejoice in a time of quiet, rest, and
restoration? Take note, and consider how you might learn from the patterns of nature.

Week 2: “Name above all names, you are worthy of our praise...”
Have a conversation with someone this week about your favorite name for (or image of) God.
Week 3: “The Lion and the Lamb...”

In your conversations with members of your community this week, identify where our world
is in need of peace. Commit together to action. Consider exploring ELCA Advocacy.

Week 4: “How great is our God...”

As you celebrate Thanksgiving in your community or family, invite the gathered to share
gratitude to God with the table.
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~ UPCOMING EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS

Nov 2 - All Saints Sunday - Quiet Communion - Chapel - 3 PM

Nov 5 - Lunch Bunch at Tony’s in Findlay - 1:30 AM

Nov 7 - Men’s Breakfast at Panera on Rt. 20 in Perrysburg - 9 AM

Nov 8 - Fall Painting Party - 2 PM in the Parish Hall

Nov 14 - Siberian Solstice! - 7 PM in the Sanctuary - Cookie Donations needed!

Nov 23 - Dessert Auction benefitting our Angel Tree Project - 11:30 AM in the Parish
Hall - Sign up is on the Fellowship Board in the Narthex

Nov 26 - Thanksgiving Eve Service at St. John’s - 7 PM - Cookie Donations needed!

Dec 7 - Poinsettia Orders due - Order forms are in the Narthex or call the church
office - 419-837-5115

Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Services - 6 PM - Contemporary 9 PM - Traditional
(Special Music 30 minutes prior to each service)

Tme to Order

‘ gl 00 e Order forms are
R (115 fal on the desk in
AMawr- S the Narthex. #*
Wednesday, November 5, > 14
11:30 a.m.
@ Tony’s Restaurant in Findlay

)

Orders due

Tuesdays,
October 14™ -
- £2  November 18"

& e at 10:45 AM in the

ESSAGE Lounge
or JESUS

'V ‘ i.p a er the \A f}"' WORDS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
Service. Y '

Join Us!!
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Siberian Solstice 2025

A Trans-Siberian Orchestra Tribute Since 2006

Twelve Performers, Exciting Light Show, Video, Narrated Story

Show at 7:00 PM

No Tickets Needed Free Will Donation

bUBLe.@LI.&‘x[M SOLSTICE

St. John's Lutheran Church
5520 Fremont Pike
Stony Ridge, OH

Friday, November 14 7:00 PM

“This is a do not miss!” “I would love to see it again!”

ADDRESSES & DIRECTIONS:

siberiansolstice.com/showdates.htm

We need cookie donations for fellowship after
the show.

Please drop off cookies labeled “for Siberian Solstice” in the
kitchen. Thank you!
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St. John's Lutheran Church invites you to the:

DESSERT

IN SUPPORT OF OUR ANNUAL ANGEL TREE!

Bid on
delicious desserts
Jjustin time for
your Thanksgiving

P aucrion

' v - PLEASE ALSO
RN 777 | BRING SOME

4

el DESSERT FOR W
USTO 5 |

AUCTION!  » %

s

-

Questions? Please contact Anne Willford

awillford@pentacc.org
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November 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

10a-12a
Shared Bounty

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

All Saints Day 10:45a Book | 11:30a Lunch 9a Men’s

- Study (L Bunch @ Breakfast @
Ja Chr'St'ah Ed | practice in /) Tony's in Panera
10a Worship Sanctuary Noon Prayers Findla

via ZOOM y

' 6-230[3 JJJAAM 2p Fall
3p Quiet 7:30p Stones ' 50 Bov Scouts | Painting Part
Communion 7p Committee . b Boy Seoulls | Faling Farty
Chapel 7:30p Dartball Meeting #1 7:0Qp Festlyal 8p AA pvernlght lock | (PH)

(Away) Choir Practice in (PH)

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9a Christian Ed 10:45a Book 7:30a Food
10a Worship Study (L) Pantry (PH)

Practice in Noon Prayers via 9:15a Staff

Sanctuary ZOOM Mtg (L)
4p Am. Legion 6:30p JJUJAAM .
Membership 7:30p Stones éi?n%erters 7p Siberian
Dinner (PH) 7:30p Dartball _ 7:00p Festival Solstice!!

(Home) 7p Committee | Choir Practice
Meeting #2
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9a Christian Ed 10:45a Book
10a Worship Study (L)

g;arﬂﬁgrm Noon Prayers

6:30p JJJA,ZI\/I via ZOOM

7:30p Stones 6:30p Exec

7:30p Dartball | Committee (L) |7:00p Festival

(Away) | 7p Church Choir Practice |8p AA
Council (L)
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

9a Christian Ed Noon Prayers P
10a Worship via ZOOM £ ™ | Church Office
11:30 Dessert | b 4tice in E ‘ ‘/é B\ Closed
Auction (PH) Sanctuary c (\ Ly

6:30p JJJAAM (lantl
9a Christ Esc(j) 7:30p Stones 7:00p - 12p Private

a Christian o ]

10a Worship 7:30p Dartball Tﬁcmksgwmg ¢ WC[ Ogﬁce Event (PH)
12p Private (Away) Eve Service Close
Event (PH)

Committee Meetings: Please schedule all meetings with the office administrator so

the proper room is reserved to accommodate all groups. Call 419-837-5115 or email
officeadministrator@stjohnsstonyridge.net.



mailto:%20officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net?subject=Meeting%20Room%20Request

