
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 279 
5520 Fremont Pike 
Stony Ridge, OH  43463 

Phone:  419-837-5115 
Email:  officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  

Pastor Howard Abts 
E-mail:  pastorhoward@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
Phone: 419-382-1956 

 
Pastor Cindy Ritter 
E-mail:  pastorcindy@stjohnsstonyridge.net 
  
  
  

June-July 2026 

The Way of Love 2026 
Memory Verse: 

“We love because he first 

loved us”  

1 John 4:19 

mailto:pastorhoward@stjohnsstonyridge.net


 

 

 

From Pastor Cindy… 

Precious and Priceless “P” Words 
 

This morning I woke up and began thinking about writing this article for our monthly “Voice.” I 
wanted to focus on some “PEARLS” in my life to share with each of you. Then I began thinking 
of Precious and Priceless words that begin with the letter P. Such as: The People in my life 
whom I adore...my family...my friends...each of you at St. John’s, Pastor colleagues and so 
many more. I thought of my favorite meal...Pepperoni Pizza, Potato Chips and Pepsi. I 
thought of the importance of self-care during these summer months and ways of taking a 
Pause, such as: Relaxing on our Porches, Picnics in the Park, Playing Games and Praying with 
our Loving Lord-who Promises to be with us always.Here are some other “P” words: 
 

“PEACE Be with You!” 
 

These words were spoken 3 times by Jesus...our Prince of Peace to His disciples in the 
Gospel of John Chapter 20 on the evening of His resurrection. They were hiding behind locked 
doors in fear and Jesus came among them and showed them that He was alive. He was with 
them. Shalom is the Hebrew word for Peace meaning to make whole, to restore; it signifies 
well-being and harmony. The word Peace is Precious and Priceless and found in numerus 
places in the entire Bible. 
 

“PARACLETE” 
 

The Paraclete is the Holy Spirit. In Greek the name for the Holy Spirit is Paraclete. Jesus tells 
His disciples in the Gospel of John 14:15-17 
 

“If you love me you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and He will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever....you know Him for He abides with you and He will be in you.” 

 
The Paraclete is our Advocate, Helper, Counselor and Comforter. Praise God for this 
Precious and Priceless gift. 
 
 
           (continued on pg. 3) 
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“PSALMS” 
 

Our very own Martin Luther called the Book of Psalms “A Little Bible.” His most dear and 
most beloved Psalm is Psalm 118 which begins and ends with: 
  

“O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 
for His steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

I have my most dear and beloved Psalms too. A psalm of protection is Psalm 23, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd; I shall not want.” Psalm 121 starts with a question and then gives an answer, “I 
lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord who 
made heaven and earth.” Psalm 46:10 brings me Peace in times when anxious, “Be still and 
know that I am God.” A beautiful greeting we use at St. John’s at the beginning of worship is 
Psalm 118:24: 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made! 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

 

“POEMS” 
 

There are many Precious and Priceless Poems that I could share with you. The one I choose 
for this summer article is from the book “Made for Goodness” by Desmond and MPHO Tuto. 
The precious Poem from chapter 10, “Hearing God’s Voice” invites us to turn to the stillness 
and listen to God speak with the voice of the heart... 
 

Child, do you not know my voice? 
It bubbles up in happy laughter. 

Listen to your children play. 
It echoes in the songs of nature: 

 
Stop and listen. 

 
I speak as fresh rain on parched ground, 

 
I speak as the summer breeze that caresses the long grass, 

I speak as the gurgle of the river over the rocks, 
I speak in the warm smiles of welcome, 
I speak in the tender touch of comfort, 

 
I speak in tears of joy, 

I speak as unquenchable hope. 
 

God’s PEACE be with YOU! 
 
Blessings, 
Pr. Cindy Ritter     
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From the Council President…  

I am thinking about electrical service and parking lots, and what they mean for a church. 
As I write this, we are two weeks away from June 1and the planned main electrical 
upgrade and parking lot replacement. By the time you read this, hopefully these are 
successfully completed projects. Both projects are worthy, valid upgrades. Our electrical 
service needs to be current and adequate for today’s needs, safe, and easily maintained 
into the future. Our parking lots and drives need to be in good repair, free from cracks and 
unevenness, and, yes, look nice (this is God’s house after all). 
 
However, these upgrades to our physical property are also to me a metaphor for our 
church in a larger sense. Our programs and activities, from Worship to Education to 
Fellowship to Service to others all should be reviewed and, when appropriate, be 
modified from time to time. What was adequate in the past may not be the best for 
today and tomorrow. Our congregation changes, our community changes, our world 
changes. Even programs and activities that were beloved and very successful in the 
past may not fully meet today’s needs. As with the physical property, we do not need to 
throw everything out and start over but need to evaluate, keeping the good and making 
improvements where needed. We need to do our best to encourage spiritual growth of 
our members and neighbors, and to witness and to serve others. Occasionally that 
means spending some time thinking about improvements. After all, that is how we 
achieved successes in the past – by prayerfully considering our calling and the 
possibilities before us and working on some upgrades. 
 

In Christ, 

John Henry 
Church Council President 
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A Prayer for our Call Committee… 

 Gracious God, call on us with your grace again and again. Renew us daily

 in the peace, hope, and eternal life we have been promised and which we 

 have been called to proclaim. As we work to call a pastor to our 

 congregation, may we count on the prayers of all members of this 

 community of faith to uphold us, just as we trust your Spirit to guide us. We 

 remember, God, you are the One who called us first.  Amen. 



 

 

Women of the ELCA 

       

*PLEASE NOTE: WE WILL SUSPEND  COMFORTER TYING FOR THE 

MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY & AUGUST.  

Donations of filler for mission comforters are always welcome, 

including old blankets, sheets, bedspreads, and tablecloths. These 

donations may be placed in the LWR box in the coatroom.  Thank 

you in advance for your donations.  If you have 

material you’d like to donate for the tops of 

comforters, donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  

 

*PLEASE NOTE: THE CRAFTING 

GROUP WILL SUSPEND FOR THE 

MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY &  AUGUST. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory of… 
 

Barb Karam 
 

 The Women of SOAR 
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Thank you to our entire St. John’s family for your kind 
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. Thank 
you to Pastor Cindy for your comforting hospital visits 
and for the beautiful service. We would also like to thank 
the church staff and all those who helped with the service 
and the wonderful luncheon. We are truly blessed to have 
such a loving and dedicated congregation. Your love and 

       support have meant so much to us.  
          May God bless you all.  
          The Family of Barb Hersch 
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Please check the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if 
you are interested in placing flowers this month! 
The cost is $22.50 per vase. 
 
You can place your 2026 Altar Flower requests 
online! Just go to the Home Page of our website 
and click on the link for 2026 Altar Flower Sign Up. 
You can also scan this QR code or call the church 
office at 419-837-5115. 
 
 
 



 

 cookie fellowship!!! 
In recent years the Fellowship 
Committee has taken it upon 
themselves to set up and clean up 
cookies for after-worship fellowship 
several times each month. Our committee is now asking for help with this. Committee 
Council Reps are going to be coordinating twice a month cookie fellowship with their 
respective committees. Each committee will be responsible for set up and clean-up of 
cookies and other treats – beverages are not necessary.   St. John’s families are also 
invited to take part in this cookie hour sponsorship. 

 
A sign-up sheet is on the Fellowship bulletin board in the Narthex. 
Please add your committee’s or family’s name to a date or two! 
Thanks! 
 
We will still be relying on our congregation members to supply us 
with these treats. They can be dropped off in the kitchen with a 

“Cookie Hour” note attached.   Thanks!! 
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June & July Birthdays (Those over 74 years young!) 
 
June 5 Judy Hannan    26568 Tracy Road, Walbridge, 43465 

June 6 Becky Massey    20850 Lemoyne Road, Luckey, 43443 

June 17 Roger Jascob    28 Summerfield Blvd, Bowling Green, 43402 

June 26 Tom Walston    759 Riverside Drive, Woodville, 43469 

June 29 Larry Minarik    23921 Bradner Road, Genoa, 43430 

June 30  Carolyn Warns    2755 Hemlock Drive, Toledo, 43614 

July 8 Danny Biniker    P.O. Box 205, Stony Ridge, 43463 

July 11 Richard Henzler    1525 Pemberville Road, Northwood, 43619-2219 

July 13 Becky Warns    4122 Libbey Road, Perrysburg, 43551 

July 15 Ken Swartz    6191 Hanley Road, Perrysburg, 43551 

July 21 Ted Bitter     27609 Lemoyne Road, Millbury, 43447-9437 

July 24 Donna Rolf    5392 Fremont Pike, Perrysburg, 43551 

July 26 Mary Anna Cochrane   P.O. Box 338, Lemoyne, 43441 

July 30 Donna Dixon    28180 Oregon Road, Perrysburg, 43551 
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social ministries  

 Sunday Special…  
Food Pantry ~ individual snacks for Summer bags 
   sweetened cereal 
 
Shared Bounty ~ toothpaste and body wash 
 
The food pantry is currently serving 65 families  
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GENEROUS GIVING 
 

Financial Giving through 5/26/2026 
 

General Fund Income (Year-to-Date) 
 

     Budget           Actual          Difference   
    $65,853          $98,122              $32,269 
  

Benevolence Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Budget    Actual        Difference 
     $10,350         $7,726                ($2,624)              

 

Improvement Fund (Year-to-Date) 

Actual 
             $16,282 

(Copies of most recently approved financial 
reports are available in the Narthex and by 

request.) 

Visit us online at 
 

www.stjohnsstonyridge.net 
 
or scan the QR code to set up 
electronic giving.  Click on the “Give 
Generously” tab to enter your 
information and offering. Financial 
gifts can, of course, be sent by mail 
too. We are grateful for your 
continued support of our ministry. 

http://www.stjohnsstonyridge.net/
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JUNE 5  – 9  AM – Men’s Breakfast @ Panera on Rt. 20 in Perrysburg  

JUNE 6 – 10 AM – Shared Bounty (Parish Hall)  

JUNE 8 – 9 AM – Dayschool Summer Camp begins  

JUNE 15 -19 – 9 AM to NOON – Vacation Bible School  

JUNE 20 – 7:30 AM – Food Pantry  

JULY 4 – NO SHARED BOUNTY DUE TO HOLIDAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events and happenings 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

 

 

 

11a Bible Study 

@ Panera 

   

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

8p AA (PH) 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Panera Rt. 20 
 

 

10a Shared 

Bounty (PH) 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10a Worship  

 

 

9a Dayschool 

Summer Camp 

begins 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 
 

 

 

 

7p Committee 

Mtg Night #1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA (PH) 

  

9a Private 

Event (PH) 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10a Worship  

 

12 Noon 

Private Event 

(PH) 

 

 
 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 

 

 

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 

7p Committee 

Mtg Night #2 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30a Food 

     Pantry (PH) 
 

 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

10a Worship  

 

 

11a Bible 

Study (L) 

 
Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 

 

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 

 

6:30p Exec. 

Comm  (L) 

7:00p Church 

Council (L) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA  (PH) 

 

 
  

 

11a Private 

Event (PH) 

28                      29                          30                            

10a Worship 

 

 

4p Private 

Event (PH) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 
 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 
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Committee Meetings:  Please schedule all meetings with the office administrator so 
the proper room is reserved to accommodate all groups.  Call 419-837-5115 or email 
officeadministrator@stjohnsstonyridge.net. 

June, 2026 

CHURCH BUILDING 
CLOSED 

VBS Week Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

mailto:%20officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net?subject=Meeting%20Room%20Request


 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

     

 

 

 

 

8p AA (PH) 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Panera Rt. 20 
 

 

No 
Shared Bounty 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10a Worship  

 

 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 

 

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 
 

 

 

7p Committee 

Mtg Night #1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8p AA (PH) 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10a Worship  

 

 

 

11a Bible 

Study (L) 
 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 

 

 

7p Committee 

Mtg Night #2 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30a Food 

     Pantry (PH) 
 

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10a Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

Noon Prayers via 

ZOOM 

 

6:30p Exec. 

Comm  (L) 

7:00p Church 

Council (L) 

  

 

 

 

 

8p AA  (PH) 

 

 
  

 

26                      27                          28 29 30                          

10a Worship 

 

 

 

 

11a Bible 

Study (L) 

 

Practice: (S) 

6:30p JJJAAM 

7:30p Stones  

 
 

Noon Prayers 

via ZOOM 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

8p AA (PH) 

  

 

 Committee Meetings:  Please schedule all meetings with the office administrator so 
the proper room is reserved to accommodate all groups.  Call 419-837-5115 or email 
officeadministrator@stjohnsstonyridge.net. 
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July, 2026 

mailto:%20officeadmin@stjohnsstonyridge.net?subject=Meeting%20Room%20Request

