
 

Saints Philip and James Alphaeus, Apostles 

Friday, May 1, 2020 

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ –  

 

Philip was presented with quite a challenge. Before him and the other disciples sat 

thousands of people. It was late in the day. They had followed Jesus and the disciples up the 

Galilean mountain and they were hungry. (Some of them might have even been a little 

“hangry.”) Jesus had just turned to Philip and asked him, “Where are we to buy bread for these 

people to eat?” (John 6:5).  

 

Thousands of people gathered on a remote mountain. It would press the limits of even 

twenty-first century logistics. Here’s the kicker: “[Jesus] said this to test [Philip], for he himself 

knew what he was going to do (John 6:6).” Indeed, Philip was presented with quite a challenge. 

 

Doing some quick calculations in his head, Philip soon realized the enormity of the need. 

(He might not have been first in his class, but he had passed his eighth-grade algebra exams at 

Capernaum Junior High.) “Philip answered him, ‘Six months' wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little’” (John 6:7).  

 

He didn’t even bother to consider the first aspect of Jesus’ question—“where.” 

(Remember, they’re on a remote mountain…and, besides, the nearest Panera was still waiting a 

go-ahead by the county health department after that leavened-bread debacle of ’29). Faced with 

such a gargantuan problem, Philip simply could not see how to meet the need and feed the 

people. It made his head hurt to try and consider it all. It was overwhelming. 

 

I suspect that I’m not alone in identifying with Philip these days; in fact, I know I’m not 

alone. I’ve spoken with you on the phone and over Zoom calls and heard your exclamations of 

exhaustion. I’ve seen the wrinkled brows and the bags under the eyes (and you’ve seen mine). 

Eight weeks of quarantine has left us tired, and we know we’ve got a stretch of road ahead of us. 

And what we’ve thus far experienced has been the “easy” part. Now, like Philip, we’ve been 

presented with quite a challenge: “How do we plan for the gradual and safe return to in-person 

worship” (and Bible study, committee meetings, etc.)? 

 

That’s a question which council and the various ministries and committees of our 

congregation will be considering over the month of May. It’s conceivable, though not a foregone 

conclusion, that we might resume in-person worship in some form sometime in June. What will 

be the conditions for a safe return? How will we adhere to the guidelines of the state and county 

health departments while aiming to preserve some sense of our normal way of gathering 

together? The sheer number of questions that must be answered quickly threatens to overwhelm 

us. How will we meet the challenge? 



 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin called together a group of healthcare professionals, pastors and 

deacons and tasked them with producing a “Parish Plan of Return.” It’s a very helpful document 

that will guide us as we discern what a return will look like at St. John’s. If you’re actively 

serving on a committee or ministry, you’ll likely see that document sometime over the next 

couple weeks. I ask that everyone pray for wisdom from God to be generously poured out upon 

us as we consider the challenge presented to us. 

 

In answering Jesus’ question, Philip made the mistake of only considering what he could 

figure—the number of people and the cost of bread. What he left out of the equation was Jesus! 

When presented with five loaves of barley bread and two fish (a boy’s lunch offered up by the 

disciple Andrew): 

 

“Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 

them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them 

up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 

had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.” – John 6:11-13 

 

In Jesus’ hands, by His Word and the Father’s abundant blessing, the challenge was met—and 

more! Not only was the whole crowd satisfied, they had leftovers in abundance. That’s what 

happens when Jesus enters into the challenge. 

 

We will be placing the challenge of figuring out a parish plan of return for St. John’s squarely in 

Jesus’ hands. We are going to let Him guide us each step along the way. We are going to trust 

that He will be with us as He has promised, that He will give us His wisdom as He has promised, 

that He will give us His peace as He has promised.  

 

I don’t know what challenges face you in these coming weeks, but I know that if you trust in 

Jesus, He will do for you and your situation what He has promised for St. John’s and our 

situation. Now is the time to step into prayer with a boldness unlike anything you’ve yet 

expressed. Now is the time to lean in hard on the promises Jesus has graciously given His 

Church. Now is the time to place in His hands your most overwhelming problems, your most 

complex challenges, your most terrible fears, your most fragile hopes. Then, step back and wait 

and watch as He leads you into the future He has prepared for you. 

 

In the hope brought to life in the crucified and risen Jesus,  

Pastor Mike Hughes 

Email: pastormike@stjohnsstonyridge.net 

 



 

UPDATE 

 

On Thursday, April 30, Governor Mike DeWine and the Ohio Department of Health extended 

the “stay-at-home” order, effective through Friday, May 29. Even if the “stay-at-home” order is 

lifted on May 29, we anticipate that the recommendation that people practice physical distancing 

will remain in place for some time. The elected officers (the “executive committee”) of St. 

John’s have voluntarily elected to suspend in-person gatherings through May 31. Again, we 

anticipate that we will not be gathering in person in the month of May. 

We make this decision having listened to the healthcare professionals with the Ohio 

Department of Health and the Wood County Department of Health. We also were guided by 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and the staff of the Northwestern Ohio Synod office, who 

recommended that we listen to the healthcare professionals and public servants charged with 

administering recommendations for public safety (and highly recommended the suspension of in-

person worship through May 31). We will continue to monitor the orders and recommendations 

from the Ohio and Wood County Departments of Health and will make plans accordingly. Until 

you hear otherwise from us, the plan is to not gather in person. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

God’s mission for our congregation continues, as does the day-to-day work of many of our staff, 

even if in a different form than is usual. While the “stay-at-home” order is in effect, our church 

office administrator, Rachael Swartz, will be primarily working from home. She will continue to 

check email and voicemail remotely. When the “stay-at-home” order is lifted, the office of St. 

John’s will return to normal hours: Monday—Friday, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and Rachael Swartz 

will be in to answer phone calls, emails, etc. We ask that you please use these methods of 

communication in lieu of dropping by the office, as the aim of suspending our gatherings is to 

limit person-to-person contact and the potential spread of the corona virus. Thank you for your 

understanding in this matter. 

 

TITHES, OFFERINGS, FINANCIAL GIFTS 

Even in this time of suspended in-person gatherings, we have continued financial expenses as a 

congregation (e.g., paying our staff, distributing our mission support and benevolence to the 

ministries to which we have committed, and keeping our facilities clean and prepared for use 

when we resume our normal ministry calendar, etc.).  

Please consider giving online to support us in our mission to witness and to 

serve others. We encourage you to look into our electronic giving program. It takes 

just a few minutes to set up a giving plan. To set up a recurring giving schedule or a 

one-time gift, visit us online at stjohnstonyridge.net (or scan this square with your 

smart phone. It will take you to St. John’s website). Click on the “Give Generously” 

tab to enter your information and offering.  

Financial gifts can, of course, be sent by mail, too. You can simply place 

your check in your regular, pre-addressed offering envelope and place it in the mail. We are 

grateful for your continued support of our ministry. 



 

WORSHIP 

Over these past weeks of suspended in-person gatherings, we have created some ways of 

bringing God’s Word to your homes: live worship at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings, and Bible 

study at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings (Bible study on Zoom only). We will continue these 

digital means of worshiping together but not in-person for the foreseeable future. 

  

Zoom Webinar: You can worship live with us by participating in a Zoom webinar we have set 

up. You can access this webinar by going to our website (www.stjohnstonyridge.net), clicking 

the tab “What’s Happening,” and then clicking the “Link to Pastor Mike’s Weekly Sermon,” and 

following the instructions to get you on a Zoom webinar. The webinar ID is 216 972 824. [You 

will also be asked to enter your email address and your name.] 

  

Additionally, you can access these Zoom webinars by downloading the Zoom app and entering 

the webinar ID: 216 972 824. [Again, you will be asked to enter your email address and name.] 

  

Also—and this is a great option if you do not have a computer or are uncomfortable with digital 

media—you can also listen in on the sermon by calling 1-646-876-9923 OR 1-312-626-6799 on 

your phone (yes, even your land line!), and entering the webinar ID: 216 972 824.  

 

ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR USING ZOOM:  

1. From a laptop or desktop computer Click here: https://zoom.us/j/216972824 

2. Enter your name and email address. 

3. So that you can see everyone on the webinar, make sure you follow the prompts to 

download zoom to your computer - this will improve sound & video quality. If your 

computer doesn't prompt you to download the zoom software - you can go to: 

 https://zoom.us/download , pick the right one for your computer, then follow the 

instructions.  

 

Additional TIP: When you are logging in - zoom will ask what audio option you want. 

You have 2 choices: Internet Audio (your device must have a microphone)  

   OR Dial-In (you can use your telephone) 

If you hear static or funny noises, it may be because you do not have a strong internet 

connection, so when it gives you the option for audio instead of choosing "internet 

audio", choose "dial in", then use your phone to call 1-646-876-9923 OR 1-312-626-

6799, you will need to enter the meeting ID: 216-972-824  

 

From a tablet, iphone or ipad: You will need the FREE Zoom app – go to the App Store 

for your device & download the Zoom App (It is a white camera with a blue 

background). After you download the Zoom app, then at the time of the Bible Study or 

Worship Service, enter the Meeting ID:  216-972-824 

 

TIP: Make sure to "ALLOW" Zoom to access your Microphone & Video. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/216972824
https://zoom.us/download


 

WORSHIP continued 

 

Phone option (at time of meeting): Listen to the meeting by calling 1-646-876-9923 OR 

1-312-626-6799, you will need to enter the meeting ID:  216-972-824 (If you use this 

option you will use the *6 to mute and un-mute yourself.)  
 

Facebook Live: You can worship live on the “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Stony Ridge, OH” 

Facebook page (“like” it if you haven’t already done so!).  

  

YouTube: A recorded copy of Sunday morning online worship will be uploaded to YouTube and 

posted to our website, (www.stjohnstonyridge.net), early each week. 

  

DVD: If you would like to receive a DVD of the online worship services mailed to you, please 

call or email us. 

  

PASTOR MIKE’S SERMONS 

If you wish to access the sermon from Sunday morning, you can receive that one of two ways: 

 

The Preached Word Podcast: An audio recording of the sermon (only) will be made into a 

podcast early each week. These podcasts will be posted to St. John’s Facebook page. You can 

also find this podcast online by entering the following address into your favorite search engine:

 www.buzzsprout.com/17770 

  

Printed Sermon: We’ll also send you a printed sermon by mail, if you so desire. If you would 

like to receive a printed copy of the weekly sermon, please give us a call (419-837-5115) or 

email us (officeadmin@StJohnsStonyRidge.net). 

 

EMAIL DEVOTIONS 

Pastor Mike has started sending email devotions, and you can sign up to have these delivered 

straight to your inbox. He’ll be sending between two and four emails a month—no more than 

once a week. Sign up today by sending an email to: officeadmin@StJohnsStonyRidge.net and 

tell us “I want email devotions!” 

  

FUNERALS 

This was one of the most difficult decisions to make. Upon the death of a loved one, we 

instinctively want to gather with friends and the wider Christian family. The Ohio and Wood 

County Departments of Health give allowance for attending family funerals and weddings, even 

as they recommend a restricted number of people (ten) for such gatherings. Should the need arise 

for a funeral service, we are following the example set forth by other congregations during this 

time of physical distancing and holding a graveside service for the family only. A memorial 

service at the church can then be held at a later date, once such larger gatherings no longer pose a 

potential threat to public health. 



 

Most in-person gatherings of the congregation are now temporarily suspended through May 31. 

  

Please see the following—not exhaustive—list of ministries or groups that use our facilities for details.  

  

Christian Education: In-person Christian education (Sunday school, Bible studies, Stephen 

Ministry classes, etc.) will be suspended through May. Pastor Mike and Christi Kieper are 

talking about what the rite of Confirmation might look like once we are able to once again gather 

in-person. Those plans are necessarily tentative sketches at this point. 

  

Committee Meetings: If a committee or ministry board has a meeting scheduled in May, please 

do not meet in person. If there is necessary business to be conducted, please take care of this 

using email, phone calls, or other digital media.  

  

Musical Ensembles: Rehearsals by musical ensembles (e.g., our choirs, Stones of Praise, etc.) are 

suspended through May.  

 

Shared Bounty: Our Shared Bounty ministry will be suspended for the months of May through 

August. 

  

Food Pantry: The next food pantry distribution is scheduled for May16, 2020.  The new 

distribution method we have used in March and April worked well, and we will continue to use 

this model (e.g., using the Parish House as a staging area for pre-packed boxes, distributing the 

parcels of food outside of the building, etc.).  

  

Hilltop Christian Dayschool: In accordance with our governor’s order closing dayschools 

throughout the state of Ohio, St. John’s Hilltop Christian Dayschool will be closed throughout 

the month of May. 

  

Use of Space by Our Neighbors: Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), 4-H, and other community 

groups who typically meet in our Parish House have elected not to meet, and we will not be 

reserving the space for any new groups or parties through May. 

  

Care Team: The Ohio Department of Health has issued orders restricting visits to nursing homes, 

and as the recipients of care team ministry—even if they are living at home—are part of an 

identified “vulnerable population,” we have decided to temporarily suspend our home and 

nursing home visits to keep from spreading the corona virus.  

 

 

MEMORY VERSE for 2020 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 

(John 20:21) 


